Blue House Farm Internship
Description of Blue House Farm:
Blue House Farm is situated at the end of a small, coastal, agricultural valley outside of Pescadero, CA, one hour south of San Francisco. We are nestled on three sides by preserved land consisting of rolling hills, redwood forest, a year-round creek, coastal prairie, and two miles from wild ocean beaches.  We currently grow 4-acres of mixed vegetables and flowers for a CSA, farm stand, and natural food stores. See website more information about the farm, www.bluehousefarm.org.
Description of Position:
Interns will participate seasonally in soil development, irrigation, greenhouse propagation, planting, disease, pest, and weed management, harvest, washing and packing, marketing produce at the farm stand (farm stand is cooperatively run with the folks at Pie Ranch.) There will also be opportunities to be involved with farmscaping using permaculture techniques, building, and education (we offer the farm as a site for school visits and tours.) 

The farm is run by Ned and Ryan, 3-4 interns, a couple of field workers, and community volunteers.

It is a high priority of the farm to provide a quality experience to those interning here. Both Ryan and Ned started there farming careers by interning on organic farms and gardens around the world, so we know both the challenges and value of the experience. 

We are looking for 3 people interested in experiencing all aspects of a small-scale, diversified farming operation. Interns will experience all stages of production, handling, and marketing. This situation is ideal for someone with an interest in running their own farm someday.

Interns should be self-motivated hard workers, eager to learn, good communicators, and be in good physical condition. Although we try and keep the work here varied, farming is inherently repetitive. Spring weather is variable, summers are mild and foggy, and fall is warm and sunny.

Working, Living, and Financial Arrangements:

We have interns work 5 days per week. A workday is eight hours, with a one hour lunch. On harvest days we start at 7:00AM. Their will occasionally be lecture, discussion, hands-on instruction, and visits to other local farms throughout the internship. 

We ask for a commitment of six months and run our internship program from April 15 through October15. 

Living quarters include a tipis and tent spaces, outdoor solar shower, composting outhouse, kitchen garden, and comfortable outdoor kitchen. 

Interns are required to keep their living quarters clean, as well as picking up after themselves around the farm.

A Stipend of $300.00 per month is provided.

We provide all the veggies you can eat and bulk grains, beans, baking items, and spices (also eggs and goat milk as available.) On harvest days and community volunteer days we usually all cook and eat lunch together.

Reliable transportation is required, as we are 5 minutes from a small town, thirty minutes from Santa Cruz, and one hour from San Francisco.

To Apply:

Send a description of yourself and your interests, skills, and aspirations. Any pertinent experience would be helpful in evaluating your application. An on-farm visit is highly recommended for prospective applicants. We begin reviewing applications in the late fall and winter prior to the next growing season.

Application deadline is Feb. 1, 2007, but we urge you to apply ASAP if interested

Mail applications to:

Blue House Farm

Attn: Ned Conwell

2601 Cloverdale Rd.

Pescadero, CA 94060

bluehousefarm@gmail.com

